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From the East January Trestleboard

 

Brethren, Family and Friends,

 

Even as the year comes to a close, Yorba Linda Lodge remains a busy place! Our December

stated meeting was very well attended and dinner was, as always, delicious. We also

participated in the Yorba Linda Christmas on Main Street event where we turned the lodge

parking lot into a winter wonderland! The Job’s Daughters, DeMolay, and Rainbow Girls

served coffee and hot chocolate and raised $300 in the process.  Our own brothers Chad

Brook and JR Nichols decorated the lodge including providing snow making machines to

complete the transformation. Our thanks go out to brother Chad and his company BCT

entertainment for providing the lights and snow making equipment and labor for setup

and teardown. We finished off December by passing Brother Eddie Samawi to the degree

of Fellowcraft. The officers as always, did a great job and the degree was once again very

well attended. 

This is my final article as your Worshipful Master. This is my second opportunity to serve the

lodge and its members and I have to say this year has been the most fun and rewarding.

When your leadership team took office last January, we challenged everyone to invest time

and effort to enrich our collective masonic experience. At the beginning of 2019 we

identified three ways that we could all put some “skin in the game” to meet that challenge

including becoming a leader and to join a committee. I would like to briefly summarize our

progress to date and to renew this challenge going forward into 2020 and beyond.  

 

Becoming a leader- This past year your leadership team was challenged with several key

vacancies in the progressive line. Thanks to the efforts of several dedicated Brothers I am

happy to report that several of you have stepped up and have expressed a desire to

become part of the progressive line. These brothers represent a large cross section of our

membership ranging from seasoned past masters to young masons who in at least one

instance had not yet become a Master Mason! While this is indeed gratifying and we have

made significant progress towards the goal of rebuilding the progressive line, We are

continuing to seek brothers who have a heart to serve as future leaders. As always, If you

are interested in becoming a leader please reach out to your incoming leadership team

who will be happy to get you started. 

 

WORSHIPFUL  MASTER
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Worshipful Wayne Folsom



Join a Committee and Get Involved!

Months before we were installed in January, we identified a group of masons who could serve on the various
committees that support lodge activities and operations. Soon after installation, we met to discuss our plans for
2019. This advance planning and ensuring that each committee had a clear understanding of their roles and
responsibilities as well as empowering them to get the job done yielded outstanding results. We enjoyed a
series of fun, well attended events like Masons for Mitts, the table lodge, and our public schools night to name a
few. I would like to take this opportunity to thank those masons who answered the call to serve on our lodge
committees and who helped make our collective masonic experience so much better for it. 
 

One other “committee” I want to mention here is the Hall Association including its

president brother JR Nichols. He, along with his dedicated board members did a

phenomenal job of managing, upgrading and generating income from our building. 

Attend Lodge and Make Friends!
 

At the beginning of the year your leadership team set out to provide the membership as many opportunities as
possible to socialize and make friends.  One of the opportunities we saw was to increase attendance at our
monthly stated meeting and dinner. Our goal was to improve the quality of the food we served as well as
improve the atmosphere at dinner. Our own Margaret Windle really did an amazing job of planning for and
preparing our dinners. She also purchased decorations for the room, held monthly raffles and really showed
what it means to have some “skin in the game” Our youth groups also did their part by setting up, decorating,
serving, cleaning up and tearing down after dinner. I want to thank Margaret, the DeMolay, Job’s Daughters and
Rainbow Girls for their leadership and their help in making our monthly stated meeting dinner a huge success. 
 

In addition to dinner changes, we reduced the number of degrees to once a month in an effort to increase
attendance. I believe we accomplished this as our degrees while fewer in number than in past years were all
very well attended. Our participation in practices and the officers school of instruction also increased, further
improving the quality of our ritual. We also limited the return of proficiencies to the stated meeting making it
more of a special occasion for the candidate and providing the membership with as many opportunities to hear
the ritual as possible. We put a solid plan in place for 2019. That plan was brought to life through the efforts of
so many of you, too many to mention individually here. Each one of you can take pride in the lodge you have all
created together. Our lodge is much more than just a building, it’s a collection of brothers, ladies, families, and
young people who together make it a place we can all call home. 
 

Thank you all for making me feel at home and for helping to make my personal masonic experience this year so
very rewarding and fulfilling. As I look forward to the future I see our progressive line stocked with masons with
a passion for service. I see even more social events and opportunities to strengthen friendships and fraternal
bonds. I see our masonic home growing both in numbers and in substance and I for one will continue to “put
skin in the game” and serve all of you and our great lodge in any way I can. 
 

Sincerely and Fraternally,

Wayne 
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Brethren,

 

At the December Stated Meeting, Worshipful Folsom directed me to lead a committee to

research the viability of implementing the Grand Master’s Restoration Program.  Based on

the Grand Lodge’s research, there are almost 40,000 lapsed members in California who

have been suspended for non-payment of dues.  The Grand Lodge believes that a fair

percentage would be interested in returning to the lodge if they are given a path back.

 

Here is how the program works.  We have been given a list of all Yorba Linda Lodge

members who have been suspended for non-payment of dues.  Our committee will identify

any members that we do not feel should be offered participation in this program.  The

committee will propose a resolution to the lodge that will require a 2/3 majority at a stated

meeting in order to be implemented.  If approved, the Grand Lodge will reach out to the

“approved” members and offer them a one time $100 restoration fee to be restored to good

standing.  The Grand Lodge will collect the fee, update the member record and report to

the lodge each month the list of newly restored members along any fees collected.  The

Lodge receives the $100 fee. If the resolution passes, the Lodge will not vote on the

returning member – we are giving the Grand Lodge the authority to re-activate the

members on our behalf.

 

The committee has met and will recommend that the Lodge participate in the program. 

 The resolution will be read at the January stated meeting and then voted upon at the

February stated meeting.  Each of you are encouraged to participate in this process.

 

Here is the exact verbiage of the resolution for your review.
 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to his authority of California Masonic Code §404.120 et. Seq.,
the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the Free and Accepted Masons of
California has authorized a Restoration Campaign to be administered by the
Grand Lodge to encourage members who are suspended for non-payment of dues (“SNPD”)
to reinstate their Masonic membership;
 
 
 
 

 



WHEREAS, the Grand Master’s Restoration Campaign permits Lodges that vote to

participate in the Restoration Campaign to accept $100 as a one-time

“Restoration Fee” from selected members of the Lodge who are currently SNPD, to

forgo the member’s remaining outstanding membership dues balance, and to

thereafter restore those members to good standing pursuant to California

Masonic Code §100.045;

 

WHEREAS, a Lodge wishing to participate in the Grand Master’s Restoration

Campaign must authorize Grand Lodge to act on its behalf in seeking and

accepting the Restoration Fee from those selected members and to thereafter transmit

the full amount of Restoration Fees received to the Lodge on a monthly basis

along with a report of those members who have paid the required Restoration

Fee;

 

WHEREAS, at the Stated Meeting of this Lodge, two-thirds of the members present

voted to participate in the Grand Master’s Restoration Campaign and approved

the listed of members attached hereto as Exhibit A; 

 

RESOLVED, that upon Grand Lodge’s receipt of the Restoration Fee from any of the eligible

selected members on the list attached as Exhibit A, the suspended member shall

be immediately restored to good standing with this Lodge and without seeking

further repayment of the member’s outstanding dues balance.  

 

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Lodge authorizes Grand Lodge to administer the Restoration

Campaign on behalf of the Lodge and to do whatever acts may be deemed necessary

to effectuate the purposes of the Grand Master’s Restoration Campaign and are

consistent with the tenants of Freemasonry. 

 

If you have any questions, comments, suggestions or ideas,

please feel free to reach out to me or any of the committee members.

 

Sincerely,

Mike Gowder, PM

Committee Chair

 

Jeff Dotson, PM – member

Bob McNamara, PM – member

Waine Richey - member
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2019 Lodge Officers



2019 Lodge Officer's

Shawn Smith

2019 Lodge Committees

Susan Holmes - (714) 272-1456

Sam Brandes, P.M.

District Inspector 652nd: Robert E. Scott, P.M.
Cell: 951-202-3448

Email: pm293@prodigy.net 

Deborah Winn (714) 514-5663



www.YLMasons.com

    The Freemasons are the world's first and largest
fraternal organization.
    Masonry is based on the belief that each man has
a responsibility to help make the world a better
place. Through our culture of philanthropy, we make
a profound difference for our brothers, our families,
our communities, and our future. Masons find
satisfaction in being part of a centuries-old fraternity
whose traditions and core values are relevant today,
and will endure for centuries to come.
                    To become a member, just ask!
 

4847 Main Street, Yorba Linda, CA 92886
Phone Number: (714)758-5954

Interested in joining?

Stated Meeting Dinner Menu:
Prime rib, mashed potatoes, mushroom, gravy, green bean

casserole, salad, garlic knots, dessert is vanilla ice cream with
fudge sauce on a chocolate brownie

 

Stated Meeting Information: 

http://www.ylmasons.com/members-only/pay-dues-or-make-donations/

